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Pastor John Marboe 

Dear Friends, 

“Love has come, a light in the darkness. Love has come to a      

Bethlehem stall.”  

The words of this carol are beautiful. There is a beauty to Christmas 

time that is not unlike the sun in a clear winter sky. It is bright, but it 

also casts long shadows. 

The call to be merry and of good cheer can trigger depression for many. 

Gift-giving can be a joy. Also an annoying obligation. 

Families gathering can make loneliness and the loss of loved ones more painful. 

The romantic pictures of cozy homes leave the homeless cold. 

The Christmas story too has a brightness to it—and long shadows. This beautiful birth 

takes place in a cattle stall. The question of Jesus’ paternity nearly destroys Joseph 

and Mary’s marriage. King Herod slaughters all male infants hoping to kill the one 

prophets have told him will be “king of the Jews.” 

Light in the darkness. Bright sun in the winter.  

This Love of which we sing, did not only come once in Bethlehem. Nor is it the unique 

possession of believers-in-Jesus. This Love belongs to no one and everyone. This 

Love is the life of all that lives. Listen to the opening words of John’s Gospel that we 

read Christmas Day: “In him (Jesus) was life, and the life is the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it.” 

The Christmas stories and symbols all point to a truth beyond themselves. They point 

to the boundlessness of Divine Love. That Love is manifesting always, here and now. 

That Love is your true nature, and everyone’s. “No,” you say, “I am not Divine Love. 

There is nothing special or even all that good about me.” When you say that, what are 

you doing? You are looking at the cattle stall in which you were born. You are smelling 

the manure. You are seeing the fragile relationship between your parents. You are 

sensing the violent world around you. 

What you are not seeing is the holy child at the center. I don’t just mean at the center 

of the story, but at the center of your story, of our story. I mean at the 

center of you, at the center of everyone, and at the center of existence. 

It is why when we reawaken to this (for we all knew it in our infancy), it 

is called re-birth or being “born again to living hope.” 

Bright Christmas, 

Pastor John Marboe 



Sunday services will continue in-person and via Zoom: 10:00 a.m. 

In-person attendance is now allowed for  

up to 50 people in the sanctuary.   

 

All recommended precautions will be followed. 

(masks are available free) 

10 ft. social distance  (recommended for singing) 

No touching during peace  /  Careful communion   

Any with health concerns please stay home and join us        

remotely as able. 

 

 

 

Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line                                                               

Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person:  during worship; or through the courtyard door mailslot 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's webpage (3% fee for service) 

 

 

Thank you to Tom and Mira Kehoe, Ron Evaniuk (cellist),                                                    

for the beautiful music they bring to our service each Sunday. 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood.” 

 

—Zion’s Mission Statement 



EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT ZION’S FOOD MINISTRY 

On Thursdays, Zion distributes food for our neighbors and friends.   

Please come between 1 and 3 p.m. to get your free bag of groceries 

and a lunch to take home. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who volunteer their                                  

time and talents to Zion’s Food Ministry. 

 

Circle Bible study       

December 12th  1 pm  

 

Meeting 

will be 

via 

Zoom 

6 pm on Tuesday,  

December 20th 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood.” 

 

—Zion’s Mission Statement 

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities of the 
Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique personality in relationship 

to others and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine ("ennea" in Greek) 
personality types (with infinite variations of course), as a lens to understand ourselves better and 

to grow. We meet via Zoom using the same meeting ID as our Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask 
Pastor John, Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin Osthus for more details.  

 
Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 



Income:    $13,987.41 
 
Bills paid:  $11,367.23 
 
 
Thank you to all who support  
Zion.  We have started to see higher 
gas and electric bills as we move into 
the heating season.   
Insurance payment and boiler repair 
also impacted this month's bottom 
line.  But as you see we received 
what we needed and more.  
Blessings as we move toward the 
season of giving.   
 
The fillable online  
'Giving with Gratitude' form is         
attached to this edition of the  
Visitor.  Consider using it to as you 
plan your financial, time and prayer 
support for Zion.  Forms are also 
available in the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Janet Quarn 
Treasurer. 

Scripture Readings 

 

Diane Olin — December 4th 

Merlin Simon — December 17th 

Jeremy Skaggs — December 20th 

Duane Johnson — December 23rd 

William Waugh — December 25th 

Ann Waugh — December 26th 

Carol Haas — December 27th 

December 4th - Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10  

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (7)  

Romans 15:4-13  

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 11th - Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10  

Psalm 146:5-10 (8) or Luke 1:46b-55 (47)  

James 5:7-10  

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

December 18th – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16  

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (7)  

Romans 1:1-7  

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 24th – Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7  

Psalm 96 (11)  

Titus 2:11-14  

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

 

December 25th – Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10  

Psalm 98 (3)  

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)  

John 1:1-14 



 

 
 

What a year it has been for the Community Dinner Program! 
What an incredible event we had on 11/23 for the Day Before Thanksgiving! 
$1,200 was raised for the Zion Lutheran Church Food Justice Initiatives, and over 1500lbs of food was distributed through the Open 
Market!! 
It’s been absolutely incredible to see so many neighbors being introduced to the Open Market program, and overwhelming to see 
the community of monthly sustaining patrons grow in support of these community lead, mutual aid, food security actions! 

  
Here is what is on the schedule for December: 

  
 Thursday, December 8th, Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave. 55104 

 Open Market and Community Meal.  5-8pm 

Learn more about the Open Market Program and becoming a monthly sustaining patron of these efforts here: https://www.patreon.com/
TheCollectiveCommunityDinner?fan_landing=true&view_as=public 

 Tuesday, December 13th, Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave. 55104 

Community Dinner, 11a-7p 
Benefiting the Zion Lutheran Church Food Justice Initiatives. 
 
—Colin Anderson, Eureka Compass Vegan Food 

 

Tuesday, December 13th 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1697+Lafond+Ave.+55104?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.patreon.com/TheCollectiveCommunityDinner?fan_landing=true&view_as=public
https://www.patreon.com/TheCollectiveCommunityDinner?fan_landing=true&view_as=public
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1697+Lafond+Ave.+55104?entry=gmail&source=g


 

Mr. Michael Recycles Bicycles hosted the 

2022 Cranksgiving on Saturday, Nov. 19th. 

 

All items donated benefit the food outreach 

program at Zion.  Thanks to the bikers who 

helped Mr. Michael feed the hungry around 

us and donated food and sundries to 

Cranksgiving 2022! 

318.2 pounds collected! 

 

                       to Mr. Michael, Bonita, Tyler, Jerry, and Carolyn                                                   

              for hosting this event. 

What three 
things are you 
grateful for? 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

2 3 

4 

10:00 am   

Zion’s  Worship and 

on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000         

Worship 

5 6 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. —   

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

7 8 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

5-8pm—Open       

Market & Community 

Meal 

9 10 

11 

10:00 am   

Zion’s Worship and 

on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000        

Worship 

12 

1 pm — 

Circle  

Bible 

Study 

13 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. —   

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

11am-7pm—2nd 

Tuesday Vegan 

Community 

Meal 

14 15 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

16 17 

18 

10:00 am   

Zion’s Worship and 

on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000        

Worship 

19 20 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. —   

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

6 pm— Church 

Council   Mtg. 

21 

 

 
7-9 pm— A 

Quiet Place-

Winter       

Solstice 

22 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

23 24 

 

 

4 pm —        

Candlelight   

Service 

25 

 

10:00 am   

Zion’s  Worship and 

on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000        

Worship 

26 27 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. —   

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

28 29 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

30 31 
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Giving In Gratitude Form for 2023 

I/We intend to give to the mission of Zion Lutheran Church the following 

amount:   

$____________________________ 

Weekly 

Monthly  (Circle one) 

Yearly 

I/We will also pray for the mission of Zion and will offer My/Our time and 

skills as able to the work of the Church. 

 

 

 

I/We would like more information about giving electronically:  Yes_________ 

In Christ, 

(Name)    _______________________________________________________  



A Quiet Place — Winter Solstice 


