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Dear Friends, 
 
 
The Advent/Christmas season has begun. Traditionally it begins with a call to awaken. As the Advent hymn de-
clares: "Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn"--ELW 242. To what are we to awake? How? To what end? This is 
the season of incarnation, of God embodied in Christ and in us, Christ's body. In a world full of darkness, to be and 
bear light. Here is a reflection written for the first week in Advent. I think it relevant to our time.  
 
 
When our daughter Charlie was little she would awake early, come into our bedroom, and if we were sleeping--or 
pretending to be--call out, "Wake up the eyes!" 
 
Wake up the eyes.  
 
Such a beautiful invitation. Sometimes accompanied with a startling hand slap on the mattress. It was impossible 
not to smile, even if we wanted more sleep. It was time to wake up. 
 
It is common experience to live in an unawakened state, to remain asleep, even as we get up and go about our 
business (busy-ness) each day--habitually reacting, rather than being fully awake and alive.  
 
The invitation is to wake up the eyes--of our hearts. To practice presence in the midst of everything that makes us 
want to close and harden our hearts. It is not complicated. Not hard to understand.  
 
Try this. See if you can locate your fear or apprehension right now. What is it? What's it about? Maybe it is quite 
personal. You feel overwhelmed, inadequate, unprepared, unsafe, failing, disorganized, lonely, unloved or unlova-
ble. These are unpleasant feelings we all experience from time to time. We don't like them and try to avoid or over-
come them in some way.  
 
Or maybe our fears are about the state of the world. A sense of outrage or doom.  
 
What does it mean to awaken the eyes of the heart? There is truth in all these experiences, especially the most dis-
turbing and distressing. 
 
Yeshua, according to Matthew (24-25), warned his students about dark days ahead, full of destruction, betrayal, 
falsehood (even in his name), violence, and terror. It was accurate. Is accurate. 
 
"Don't be led astray...Because of the growing lawlessness the love of many will grow cold. But those who endure to 
the end are saved," he said. 
 
He offers no solutions, no happy ending, and no escape from any of this painful experience. What he clarifies is that 
it is all about love. Love gone cold, or love that keeps loving.  
 
"Keep awake," Yeshua tells them, "to the end." Clearly this awakeness is indestructible love, the heart of all that 
matters. 
 
The final analysis, often pictured poetically as a final judgement, is then pictured by Yeshua this way: All humanity 
is gathered. People are judged simply on whether they "welcomed the stranger/alien, fed the hungry, clothed the 
naked, cared for the sick, and visited the prisoner"--or did not. 
 
Remarkably, those who showed compassion had no expectation or thought of reward. Instead, they were simply 
there for one another, saw value in--and identified with--their lowliest neighbors, and acted accordingly. With love.  
 

To love does not lead to or merit salvation, it is salvation. When we surrender to love we     
surrender to truth and find life. Right here, right now, no matter what. We get up, we engage, 
we face the moment, and we do not lose heart, for Love continually wakes us from slumber      
calling, "Wake up the eyes!" 

John Marboe 



Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line.    Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person:  during worship; or through the courtyard door mailslot 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's webpage (3% fee for credit card service) 

First Sunday of each month:   

December 7th — Coffee fellowship time  

4 p.m.—Christmas Eve Service on Dec. 24th    

Sunday services will continue in-person and via Zoom at 10 a.m. 

Any with health concerns please stay home and join us on Zoom. 

 

 



EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

AT  

ZION’S FOOD AND       

WELLNESS PROGRAM 

On Thursdays, Zion distributes food 

for our neighbors and friends.   

Please come between 1 and 3 p.m. to 

get your free bag of groceries and a 

lunch to take home or dine in with us. 

.Zion needs volunteers                  

between 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY  

December 29th; 1 p.m. in            

Conference Room 

From the Gather Magazine from  Sept/Oct/Nov 

“Generosity” 

Session 3 

We remember the overwhelming generosity 

we have received from God. 

https:/www.gathermagazine.org/bible-study/upcoming-bible-studies/ 

Meeting will be via Zoom            

6 pm on Tuesday,    

December 16th 

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities 

of the Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique  personality in 
relationship to others and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine 
("ennea" in Greek) personality types (with infinite variations of course), as a lens to under-
stand ourselves better and to grow. We meet via Zoom using the same meeting ID as our 
Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask Pastor John, Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin 

Osthus for more details.  
 

Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 



Scripture Readings 

 

 November Financials 

Diane Olin — December 4th 

Steve Youngquist — December 5th 

Merlin Simon — December 17th 

Jeremy Skaggs — December 20th 

Duane Johnson — December 23rd 

William Waugh — December 25th 

Carol Haas — December 27th 

December 7th - Second Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 11:1-10  

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (7)  

Romans 15:4-13  

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 14th - Third Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 35:1-10  

Psalm 146:5-10 (8) or Luke 1:46b-55 (47)  

James 5:7-10  

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

December 21st – Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 7:10-16  

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (7)  

Romans 1:1-7  

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 28th –                                             

 First Sunday of Christmas  

Isaiah 63:7-9  

Psalm 148 (13)  

Hebrews 2:10-18  

Matthew 2:13-23 

Income:    $13,068.00 
 (Does not include electronic giving) 
  
Bills paid:  $13,030.65 
  
Thanks to all for your generosity.  There is 
still time to submit your Giving in Gratitude 
form.  They are available on the table in the 
back of the sanctuary. 
The budget we passed at the annual meet-
ing last Sunday includes a 3% increase in 
salaries.  It might be a convenient way to 
plan and increase in your giving.  Give it 
some prayerful thought as we enter the sea-
son of the birth of Jesus, 
God's gift to the world.   
  
Janet Quarn 
Treasurer 



 

 

WEEKLY EACH 

THURSDAY: 

 

Open Market/Vegan 

Meal from 5  — 8 p.m.   





2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
9:30 a.m. —Quilting 

11 am to 8pm—  

Vegan Community Meal  

3 4 
11:15 a.m.  —           

Enneagram  via 

Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — 

Food &       

Wellness     

Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

5 6 

7 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s  Worship & 

on Zoom 

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.—              

New Generation  Service 

4 p.m.—Concerts: 

Joe Hagedorn & Leslie Shank—

guitar & violin 

& 

7 p.m.—Pick, Buttons & Bow 

benefit—Irish music 

8 9 
9:30 a.m. —Quilting 

11 am to 8pm—  

Vegan Community Meal  

10 11 
11:15 a.m.  —           

Enneagram  via 

Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — 

Food &       

Wellness     

Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

7 p.m.—       

Experimental 

Jazz Series 

12 
7-8:30 p.m.—  

Concert with 

Tom Kehoe & 

Devin Daley,  

With         

Paul Christian 

13 

14 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s  Worship & 

on Zoom 

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.—              

New Generation  Service 

4 p.m.— Classical Guitar Concert 

15 16 
9:30 a.m. —Quilting 

11 am to 8pm—  

Vegan Community Meal  

6 p.m.—Church 

Council Meeting 

17 
6-6:45 p.m.— 

A Quiet 

Place 

18 
11:15 a.m.  —           

Enneagram  via 

Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — 

Food &       

Wellness     

Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

19 20 

21 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s  Worship & 

on Zoom     

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.—              

New Generation  Service 

4 p.m.—Concert: Xavier Jara 

Solo classical guitar 

22 23 
9:30 a.m. —Quilting 

11 am to 8pm—  

Vegan Community Meal  

24 
4 p.m.— 

Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 26 27 

28 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s  Worship & 

on Zoom 

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.—              

New Generation  Service 

29 
1 p.m.   

Circle Bible 

Study 

30 
9:30 a.m. —Quilting 

11 am to 8pm—  

Vegan Community Meal  

7 p.m.—Soundbath with 

Marc Anderson 

31    





 






