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What is salvation?
There’s a story in Luke 19 in which Jesus identifies salvation as it happens.
It’s the story of Zacchaeus (that’s right the “wee little man who climbs a sycamore
tree to see Jesus pass by). Zacchaeus was very wealthy since he was chief tax
collector of the region. To say he was not well liked is an understatement.
Tax collectors became wealthy by extorting the people.
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Jesus notices this odd little man in fine clothing up in the tree beside the road. He stops. He calls to
him to come down, and he does. Jesus decides that instead of passing through the town, he will go
to Zacchaeus’ house for some food and rest. The town folk do not like this and tell Jesus that
Zacchaeus is a “sinner.” Fair enough.
Just then, Zacchaeus announces he will give half his wealth to the poor, and to anyone he has
stolen he will repay four-fold!
It is this that Jesus calls “salvation.”
He says, “Today salvation has come to the household.” That word “household” is oikos, the word
that also means “economy.” In other words, Jesus declares salvation has come to the economy.
This is another story in Luke (there are several) about money. Yet it is about far more than money.
It is about how money can be used selfishly and without regard for others, destroying households
and economies—destroying people. Or money can be for healing, helping, redeeming, protecting
and restoring—all words meant by “salvation.”
Jesus saw Zacchaeus—differently than those who knew him in town. Zacchaeus also began to see
differently. He began to see others as belonging to him, and no longer as just a means to wealth. He
began to see what household/economy meant from God’s perspective.
Salvation was not just what happened to him. And there is NO mention of going to heaven when he
dies. Salvation is what happened to and for everyone that day. It manifested in very concrete and
practical ways—through money. It was good and healing for everyone, not just him.
Zacchaeus before this was much wealthier, but he was “lost,” Jesus said. What found him was “the
joy of God’s salvation,” as Psalm 51 calls it. It was costly, but it was a bargain.
I invite us all to consider that we are Zacchaeus, individually, as groups, as a nation. Maybe we act
tough and seek power over others because we feel somehow short in stature. Maybe we are
indifferent to the extreme wealth gap because we feel comfortable enough. But maybe we have a
growing sense that there is a better way; the way of belonging to one another; of a more shared
household/economy; of less misery and greater joy. Maybe we want salvation.
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Sunday services will continue in-person and via Zoom:

10:00 a.m.

In-person attendance is now allowed for
up to 50 people in the sanctuary.
All recommended precautions will be followed.
(masks are available free)
10 ft. social distance (recommended for singing)
No touching during peace

/

Careful communion

Any with health concerns please stay home and join us remotely as able.

1st Half Congregation Meeting right after church service.
November 20th

Thank you to Tom and Mira Kehoe, Ron Evaniuk (cellist),
for the beautiful music they bring to our service each Sunday.
Recordings of our Sunday worship services are available on-line
Zion’s website:

www.zlcmidway.org

Donation Options:
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104)
—In person: during worship; or through the courtyard door mailslot
—Automatic bill pay from your bank using Zion’s mailing address
—Donate button on Zion's webpage (3% fee for service)
“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood.”
—Zion’s Mission Statement

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT ZION’S FOOD MINISTRY
On Thursdays, Zion distributes food for our neighbors and friends.
Please come between 1 and 3 p.m. to get your free bag of groceries
and a lunch to take home.

NO FOOD MINISTRY ON THANKSGIVING DAY (Nov. 24th).

Enneagram

Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities of the
Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique personality in relationship
to others and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine ("ennea" in Greek)
personality types (with infinite variations of course), as a lens to understand ourselves better and
to grow. We meet via Zoom using the same meeting ID as our Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask
Pastor John, Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin Osthus for more details.
Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Circle Bible study
November 28th
1 pm

1st half of
Congregational
Meeting
After church
service on
November 20th

Meeting
will be
via
Zoom
6 pm on Tuesday,
November 15th
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Scripture Readings
Nov. 6. Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149 (1)
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31
November 2 — Sue Widerski
November 8 — Adam Mathison
November 11 — Mitchell Waugh

Nov. 13 — Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

November 11 — Lumin Johnson

Malachi 4:1-2a

November 23 —Rebecca

Psalm 98 (9) 2

Mathison

Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

October income toward budget is
$13,191.00
Bills paid is $8,154.26
Thanks to all who have stepped up to
make up our summer deficit. We hope
you will be able to maintain that level of
giving. We will soon be distributing our
"Giving in Gratitude" forms for your consideration. We are asking for a 10% increase. Not all can do this. Some may
be able to do more.
May the Spirit enter your heart as you
consider your financial support of
Zion.
Blessings to all.
Janet Quarn
Treasure

Nov. 20 — Christ the King Sunday
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46 (10)
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

Nov 27 - First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122 (1)
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

November 8th

Sun

Tue

Wed

1
9 am—5 pm—
Prevail
9:30 a.m. —
Quilting
10 a.m.Noon—
Upkeepers

2

7

8 Election Day
9 am—5 pm—
Prevail
9:30 a.m. —
Quilting
10 a.m.Noon—
Upkeepers
11 am—7 pm
— Community
Meal

13
10:00 am
Zion’s Worship and on
Zoom
11:30 am -2 pm—
Unique 7000 Worship

14

20
10:00 am Zion’s
Worship and on Zoom
11 am — 1st half Congregational mtg.
11:30 am -2 pm—
Unique 7000 Worship
27
10:00 am
Zion’s Worship/Zoom
11:30 am -2 pm—
Unique 7000 Worship

6

Mon

Fri

Sat

3
11:15 a.m. —
Enneagram via Zoom
1-3 p.m. —
Food Ministry
5—8 pm — Open
Market/Community
Meal

4

5
5-7 pm —
Unique 7000

9

10
11:15 a.m. —
Enneagram via Zoom
1-3 p.m. —
Food Ministry

11

12
5-7 pm —
Unique 7000

15
9 am—5 pm—
Prevail
9:30 a.m. —
Quilting
10 a.m.Noon—
Upkeepers
6 pm— Church
Council Mtg.

16

17
11:15 a.m. —
Enneagram via Zoom
1-3 p.m. —
Food Ministry

18
7 pm —
Vocal
Music
Concert

19
5-7 pm —
Unique 7000

21

22
9 am—5 pm—
Prevail
9:30 a.m. —
Quilting
10 a.m.Noon—
Upkeepers

23
11am-8pm
Thanksgiving
Community
Dinner

24

25

26
5-7 pm —
Unique 7000

28
1 pm —
Circle
Bible
Study

29
9 am—5 pm—
Prevail
9:30 a.m. —
Quilting
10 a.m.Noon—
Upkeepers

30

10:00 am
Zion’s Worship and on
Zoom
11:30 am -2 pm—
Unique 7000 Worship

Thu
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