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Many of you have heard this story before, but it’s a good one. Charlotte was 

about 10 and was playing in a room upstairs with her next-door buddy,   

Maggie. I noticed an unusual quiet. Curious, I opened the door and looked 

in. There they were, cross legged in the lotus position, eyes closed, hands 

upraised. 

In utter surprise, I asked what they were doing? “Shhhh!!” Charlie whispered loudly, “We are meditat-

ing, and we are trying to understand the meaning of love!” 

I left them to their practice, with some amusement and a bit of wonder. The giggles emanated from 

the room shortly after that. Perhaps it came to them? 

This question of the meaning of love is an important one, and it is easily overlooked. I think this is  

because, like other truly deep matters like truth or beauty, we kind of assume we know what they are. 

So we think the spiritual life begins with trying to love, or trying to know truth and be truthful. 

It is common to hear, “I try to be a loving person.” 

But what if these giggly kids in the bedroom had it right (even if they were just having fun)? 

What if we don’t know what love is? Or truth? Or beauty? Or faith? What if the best place to begin 

(and to keep beginning) is with curiosity and with not-knowing? And now that we are thinking about it, 

can we ever fully know these things? We speak of these as gifts of the Spirit, but do we treat them as 

the divine and mysterious qualities implied by this? 

In other words we can always grow in our understanding, as long as we are open to not-yet-fully-

understanding.  

That does not mean we don’t know or understand anything. There’s an old analogy that can apply 

here: A fish does not comprehend the ocean, but is perfectly able to swim in it. 

We know the words:  God is Love.  That’s the ocean everyone swims in, but it’s depth, breath, and 

nature invite a lifetime of discovery.  Even though it is all around us and in us.  More, it is and         

becomes who and what we are. 

-Peace, PJM 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Happy May! 

In addition to our regular community-growing activities, we look forward to two special Saturdays: 

On May 14th, 11am-7pm, our friends Colin and John—vegan chefs who help provide healthy and de-

licious foods to the community—will host with Zion an outdoor (hopefully) Vegan BBQ! That’s right, 

you read that correctly. Stay tuned for more details. Pay-what-you-can, so everyone welcome. 

On May 21st, from 9-Noon: Zion Spring Cleaning Day. Come on over and pitch in to some work 
and relationship building. We will end at noon with Pizza from Doge across the street. 



 

 Sunday services will continue in-person and via Zoom: 10:00 a.m. 

 

In-person attendance is now allowed for  

up to 50 people in the sanctuary.   

 

All recommended precautions will be followed. 

(masks are available free) 

10 ft. social distance  (recommended for singing) 

No touching during peace  /  Careful communion   

Any with health concerns please stay home and join us remotely as able. 

 

 
Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line                                                               

Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person:  during worship; or through the courtyard door mailslot 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's webpage (3% fee for service) 

 

 

Thank you to Tom and Mira Kehoe, Ron Evaniuk (cellist), for the beautiful music they 

bring to our service each Sunday. 

Thank you to Richard Pemberton for his preaching on May 1st. 



EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT ZION’S FOOD MINISTRY 

On Thursdays, Zion distributes food for our 

neighbors and friends.   

 

Please come between 1 and 3 p.m. to get your free 

bag of groceries and a lunch to take home. 

Any leftover perishables are delivered to the Salvation Army. 

Zion practices social distancing.       Free face masks are available. 

 

If you like to volunteer, give Sue Widerski a call: 612-597-9653. 

Bible Study using the May/June 

Gather Magazine. 

“Crafted in Christ” 

May 23rd at 1 pm:  Annex Room. 

All are welcome! 
 

 

 

Meeting will be 

via Zoom 

6 pm on Tuesday,  

May 24th 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood.” 

 

—Zion’s Mission Statement 

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities of the 
Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique personality in relationship 

to others and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine ("ennea" in Greek) 
personality types (with infinite variations of course), as a lens to understand ourselves better and 

to grow. We meet via Zoom using the same meeting ID as our Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask 
Pastor John, Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin Osthus for more details.  

 
Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 



May 1st — Pastor John Marboe 

May 5th — Stephen Borden 

May 5th —  Ross Jacobsen 

May 11th —  Ginger Baumgart 

May 28th — Marlin Osthus 

     April Financials 
 
Income -    $7,714.97 
 
Bills paid - $8,848.50 
 
Thank you to all who support the mission of  
Zion with your time, talent and treasurer.  And 
prayers!  It will soon be spring (we hope), 
time for more travel and to be out in God's 
creation.  Consider arranging for your          
contribution to be automatically sent to          
Zion.  You can also put your Sunday          
envelope through the mail slot on the east 
side of the building if you know you are going 
to be away. 
Or mail it directly to Zion.   
 
Enjoy a healthy and happy spring and sum-
mer! 
 
Janet Quarn 
Treasurer 

Scripture Readings 
May 1 — Third Sunday of Easter  

Acts 9:1-6 

Psalm 30 (11)  

Revelation 5:11-14  

John 21:1-19 

 

May 8 — Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 9:36-43  

Psalm 23 (1)  

Revelation 7:9-17  

John 10:22-30 

 

May 15th — Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 11:1-18  

Psalm 148 (13)  

Revelation 21:1-6  

John 13:31-35 

 

May 22th — Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:9-15  

Psalm 67 (4)  

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5  

John 14:23-29  

 

May 29th — Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:16-34  

Psalm 97 (12)  

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  

John 17:20-26 

 

MAY 8TH 

 



May 21st    —     9 am to Noon 

Deep clean sanctuary    Clean kitchen stove 

Yard work     Dusting cobwebs 

Get rid of stuff we are not using  Clean janitors closet 

This is a good start to cleaning up Zion, there is much more to do! 

 

We will end with lunch at noon with Pizza from Doge across the street. 

 



May 10th May 10th 



 

Zion received a thank you letter 

from Bishop Patricia J. Lull.   

Here is an excerpt from her    

letter: 

 

...I am so grateful for your       

congregations' contribution of an 

initial $500.00 to the Planting Hope Campaign in the 

Saint Paul  Area  Synod.  Whether your contribution 

helps invite others into life in Christ, supports the      

renewal of congregations, funds a paid internship or 

pivotal experience for a young adult, or combines with 

gifts from others to fuel a transformational project for 

families and kids on the East Side of St. Paul through 

our partnership work with Lutheran Social Service of 

Minnesota, you are helping the love and kindness of 

God be known today.  I trust that God will continue to 

surprise the people of Zion  Lutheran Church with a 

spirit of generosity and Joy                                      

Thank you for all that you do in service to Jesus Christ. 

 

Dear Members of the Zion Lutheran Church Community, 

 

Thank you for the generous gift of $361.00 in 

December in support of Friends of Huruma.   

I am grateful for your partnership and am 

pleased to tell you that things are going well 

at the Huruma Centre.  Here is a update: 

 

Gifts to Friends of Huruma now provide scholarship support to 30 children.  There are 27       

students enrolled at Diocese secondary boarding schools, two in vocational program and one 

enrolled at Iringa University.  In addition, seven students who completed form 4 last year will  

enroll in form 5 in July.  These students will also receive scholarship support from Friends of  

Huruma.  Scholarship support transforms the lives of Huruma Centre children.  Education 

means productive and meaningful work and a bright future. 

 

Pastor Christ Smith, Coordinator 

The Huruma Centre Children’s Home, Iringa, Tanzania 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00 am    

Zion’s Worship 

and on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 

pm—Unique 

7000 Worship 

2 3 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

4 5 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

6 7 

5-7 pm —  

 Unique 7000 

8 

 

10:00 am    

Zion’s Worship 

and on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 

pm—Unique 

7000 Worship 

9 10 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

11 am-7 pm—

Community Meal 

11 12 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

13 14 

11am-7pm 

Vegan BBQ –

Outdoors- 

Weather permitting 

5-7 pm —  

 Unique 7000 

15 

10:00 am    

Zion’s Worship 

and on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 

pm—Unique 

7000 Worship 

16 17 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

18 19 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

 

7-8 pm —

Beowulf 

20 21 

9am-Noon 

Spring clean up 

5-7 pm —  

 Unique 7000 

 

22 

10:00 am    

Zion’s Worship 

and on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 

pm—Unique 

7000 Worship 

23 

1pm—Circle 

Bible Study 

24 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

6 pm—Church 

Council Meeting 

25 26 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

 

27 

 

28 

5-7 pm —  

 Unique 7000 

29 

10:00 am    

Zion’s Worship 

and on Zoom 

11:30 am -2 

pm—Unique 

7000 Worship 

30 31 
9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 
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