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The geopolitical backdrop for the Gospel stories concerning Jesus is the Roman Empire. It's 
pervasive presence needs to be held in mind for any deep reading of these narratives; their 
context and message. 
 
Stay with me on this. It is not an arcane point.  
 
The framers of the United States Constitution were very aware of the history of Rome. They 
obviously borrowed heavily from the institutions and principles of the Roman Republic, yet 
they also worried about what happened to that Republic under Julius Caesar, and then  
Caesar Augustus. Namely, that it effectively became a kingdom; an empire; or, to use our founders' word: tyranny. 
 
Therefore they added checks and balances to power with the three branches, for example, and the First Amend-
ment to establish freedom of speech.  
 
What has any of this to do with the Gospel concerning Jesus the Christ (Christ is the same word as Messiah in a 
different language, and means 'anointed' and was commonly understood to apply to kings)? Only everything. 
 
Luke's Gospel begins by pointing out that Jesus' birth occurred during the reign of Caesar Augustus. Who had 
shrewdly and methodically amassed power to himself and away from the Senate, which had formerly been the 
seat of supreme authority in the Republic. 
 
It was Augustus who made Rome into a real kingdom. And not just a kingdom, but a kingdom of heaven and a 
kingdom of God. For stamped on Roman money--the coin of the realm--was his own image with the inscription: 
Divine Son of God (Divi Filius).  
 
We cannot understand terms like "Son of God," "Anointed One," or "Kingdom of God," that are applied to Jesus in 
the Gospels without this backdrop.  
 
For they are terms of resistance. Of subversive protest. They are revolutionary. But not in the way of violent oppo-
sition. Rather, by way of illumination and transformation. The way of the heart. 
 
There were violent revolutionaries among Jesus' followers. They wanted to "call down fire" on adversaries. They 
wanted to take him by force and "make him king." But he declined.  
 
The stories say he was sorely tempted to gain power for his "kingdom." That he was tempted on a mountain top; 
shown all "the kingdoms of the earth" and told they could be his. One catch: he must sell his soul to satan. He re-
fused. 
 
In a section of Matthew (16), Peter declares that Jesus is "the messiah (anointed one)". Jesus says this is a divine 
insight, but should not be spoken of. Then Jesus declares he must suffer and die at the hands of Roman power. 
Peter objects, understandably. "This must never happen to you!" 
 
Jesus recognizes in his words the same temptation as that of being offered kingdoms; real power. As self-serving. 
As satanic. As the way the seduction of power and control works... 
 
It should strike us the same way whenever we see examples of the lust for power and control over others. When-
ever we see people clearly amassing power unto themselves or desperately hanging on to it (no matter what the 
justification). And especially whenever we hear Jesus' name invoked to bless power and control.  
 
For the "kingship" and the "kingdom of God" of which Jesus spoke, and to which he adhered, belongs to children. 
It favors the poor. It welcomes the stranger. It lifts up the lowly. It heals and repairs and feeds and clothes and 
does not forget those in prison. 
 
It is, in short, the opposite of worldly power and control. And according to Jesus, worth even dying for--in order not 
to lose one's (or our collective) soul. But, rather, to truly live. 
 
P. S. The word "republic" literally means "matter of the people."  
 
 
John Marboe 
651 238 6099 

John Marboe 



Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line.    Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person:  during worship; or through the courtyard door mailslot 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank or investment using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's webpage (3% fee for credit card service) 

First Sunday of each month:   

September 6th — Coffee fellowship 

Sunday services will      

continue in-person and via 

Zoom at 10 a.m. 

Any with health concerns 

please stay home and join 

us on Zoom. 

 



Meeting will be via Zoom                         

6 pm on Tuesday,    

September 22nd 

September 1st — Judy Miranda 

September 9th — Colin Skaggs 

September 10th — Joan Nichols 

September 11th — Marjorie Ullerich 

September 14th — Linda Winter 

September 15th — Tom Rice 

September 21st — Debbie Pelton 

September 23rd — Janet Quarn 

September 28th — Karl Mueller 

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities of the             

Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique  personality in relationship to others 
and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine ("ennea" in Greek) personality types 
(with infinite variations of course), as a lens to understand ourselves better and to grow. We meet via Zoom 

using the same meeting ID as our Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask Pastor John,          
Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin Osthus for more details.  

 
Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Donations:   $13,322.00 
  
Bills paid:     $12,908.22  
  
Hope all have had a good summer.  Fall is 
upon us.  We are beginning to plan for a 
budget for 2027 as well as continuing to see 
our accessibility project move significantly 
forward.   We recently received a 
$20,000.00 donation from a benefactor who 
has supported that effort in the past.  Thank 
you all for your gifts of time, talent and         
treasures. 
  
Janet Quarn, Treasurer 

September 6th – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 33:7-11  

Psalm 119:33-40 (35)  

Romans 13:8-14  

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

September 13th– Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 50:15-21  

Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 (8)  

Romans 14:1-12  

Matthew 18:21-35 

 

September 20th – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jonah 3:10—4:11  

Psalm 145:1-8 (8)  

Philippians 1:21-30  

Matthew 20:1-16 

 

September 27th – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  

Psalm 25:1-9 (6)  

Philippians 2:1-13  

Matthew 21:23-32 



 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Thursday Food & Wellness Program 

Zion Market with a hot lunch 

1—3 p.m. 

Every Thursday 

Except holidays 











 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes- Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

5—8 pm —    

Community Meal 

& Market 

2 3 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

4 5 

6 
10:00 am—         

Zion’s    

Worship & 

on Zoom 

Fellowship 

time after 

service 

7 8 

5—8 pm —    

Community Meal 

& Market 

9 10 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

7 pm —                      

Experimental Jazz 

11 12 

13 
10:00 am—         

Zion’s    

Worship & 

on Zoom 

14 
6:30-7:45 pm 

Soundbath 

with            

Julie Lentz 

15 

5—8 pm —    

Community Meal 

& Market 

16 17 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

7 pm—Vanguard 

Lemonbrass 

18 19 

2-4 pm —              

Fall Festival with  

Xibaba 

20 
10:00 am—         

Zion’s    

Worship & 

on Zoom 

5:30 pm — 

Guitar     

Duo COR-

DA 

21 22    Fall Begins 

  

 

 

5—8 pm —    

Community Meal 

& Market 

7 pm —     

Soundbath with 

Marc Anderson 

23 24 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

25 26 

9:30am—12:30pm—           

Diamond Approach– 

Topic:  Love of the 

Truth (Part 1) 

27 
10:00 am—         

Zion’s    

Worship & 

on Zoom 

28 29 

5—8 pm —    

Community Meal 

& Market 

30    


