
 E-mail address:    zionlc.midway@gmail.com                           website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Facebook page:  Zion Lutheran                                                 Phone number: 651-645-0851 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share            

the love of God in our neighborhood.” 

—Zion’s Mission Statement 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1697 LAFOND AVE 

ST PAUL MN  55104 

OCTOBER 

ZION VISITOR 

 2026 



Those who love their dream of a [...] community more than they love the [...] com-
munity itself become destroyers of that community even though their personal in-
tentions may be ever so honest, earnest and sacrificial.” 
 
This quote from a Lutheran pastor in Germany in 1939, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his 
book, Life Together, hit me like a ton of bricks when I first read it at the age of 30. I 
was then deeply involved in, and committed to, a Christian community building 
movement that included people from a spectrum of Christian traditions.  
 
We felt we were radical, prophetic, and counter-cultural in the midst of the measurable decline in 
churches and in the erosion of traditional forms of communal living--extended families, service or-
ganizations, family farming, small towns, and the like. We were not wrong...entirely. 
 
And we were enthusiastic. We felt called to oppose the trends of individualism, maximum growth 
and mobility, commercialism, consumerism, unbridled technology, and other modern trends  under-
mining the supportive, relational environment that vital communities can provide. 
 
We were ambitious. We actively recruited ("evangelized") at top universities, seeking to bring in the 
"best and the brightest" for leadership potential. University outreach was my specialty. And I was 
pretty good at it. 
 
But Bonhoeffer spoke to me.  
 
We normally do not see our own shadow. There was beauty and light in our vision. The shadow cast 
(as with any intentional, idealistic community) is to love our idea of what community can/should be 
more than the people of the community right in front of us.  
 
Disagreements, conflicts, mistakes, shortcomings, illness, limitations, irritations, offenses, pride, self-
ishness, etc. are also and always part of communities. There is no way around it or above it. Only 
through and with. Our community at Zion Community Commons is unexceptional in this regard. 
 
Bonhoeffer had good reason to measure members of his community according to ideal or standard. 
His community was engaged in active resistance and struggle against the Nazi regime. That re-
sistance eventually got him arrested and executed.  
 
Yet he understood that there is no ideal for which to cease loving one's actual neighbor. No matter 
what they have done or failed to do...even to you.  
 
Our imperfect communities are nothing but our imperfect selves. Together. Do we abandon stand-
ards and ideals? No. Do we abandon one another? No. But I have seen it happen. I have seen that 
love for a prefered vision for a community (more than for the people presently in it) is destructive of 
community. It is true. 
 
But even "perfect acceptance" of one another, and a commitment to working through our conflicts 
can become an ideal. People will separate, depart, move on. Refuse to work things out. Communi-
ties fail and fall apart.  
 
Unconditional love, Divine love, is always the absolute source of authentic and creative community. 
We never "have" or can hold onto that. We can only share in it. And we only do so by loving the 
ones in front of us more than even our best hopes for them/us... 
 
John Marboe 
651 238 6099 

John Marboe 



Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line.    Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person:  during worship; or through the courtyard door mailslot 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank or investment using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's webpage (3% fee for credit card service) 

First Sunday of each month:   

October 4th — Coffee fellowship time  

Sunday services will      

continue in-person and via 

Zoom at 10 a.m. 

Any with health concerns 

please stay home and join 

us on Zoom. 

 



Meeting will be via Zoom                         

6 pm on Tuesday,    

October 20th 

October 20th — Joy Herrera 

October 23rd — Carol Johnson 

October 28th —   Astrid Mathison 

October 28th — Connie Osthus 

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities of the             

Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique  personality in relationship to others 
and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine ("ennea" in Greek) personality types 
(with infinite variations of course), as a lens to understand ourselves better and to grow. We meet via Zoom 

using the same meeting ID as our Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask Pastor John,          
Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin Osthus for more details.  

 
Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

 
Income:    $7,364.75 
  
Bills paid:  $5,893.72 
  
 Thank you to all who give of their time, tal-
ent and treasures to the mission of Zion. 
Many years ago we created a mission state-
ment.  It has not changed. 
To celebrate and share the love of God in 
our neighborhood.  And who is our neigh-
bor? Something to consider as we settle on 
a budget for 2027.  
  
Janet Quarn, Treasurer 

October 4th – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 5:1-7  

Psalm 80:7-15 (14, 15)  

Philippians 3:4b-14  

Matthew 21:33-46 

 

October 11th – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 25:1-9  

Psalm 23 (5)  

Philippians 4:1-9  

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

October 18th – Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 45:1-7  

Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] (7)  

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  

Matthew 22:15-22 

 

October 25th –                                                                 

 Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18  

Psalm 1(2)  

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  

Matthew 22:34-46 



 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Thursday Food & Wellness Program 

Zion Market with a hot lunch 

1—3 p.m. 

Every Thursday 

Except holidays 











 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

2 3 

9 am –3 pm-- 

Kitchen deep 

clean 

4 
10:00 am—         

Zion’s    Wor-

ship & on Zoom 

Fellowship time 

after service 

5 6 
5—8 pm —    

Community 

Meal & Market 

7 8 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

7 pm — Experimental 

Jazz Series 

9 
5-9 pm — 

Food &    

Wellness 

Fundraising 

Dinner 

10 

11 
10:00 am—         

Zion’s    Wor-

ship & on Zoom 

4 pm — Guitar 

Series 

12 13 
5—8 pm —    

Community 

Meal & Market 

14 15 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

16 17 

9:30 am—

12:30 pm — 

The Diamond 

Approach  

Series 

18 

10:00 am—         

Zion’s    Wor-

ship & on Zoom 

5:30 pm — New 

works for Guitar 

 

19 20 
5—8 pm —    

Community 

Meal & Market 

7 pm —  

Soundbath with          

Marc Anderson 

21 22 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

23 24 

5:30 pm —   

Celebrate 60 

years of 

Hanging 

Loose Press 

25 
10:00 am—         

Zion’s    Wor-

ship & on Zoom 

26 27 
5—8 pm —    

Community 

Meal & Market 

28 29 
11:15 am  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 pm — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-8 pm—  

Community Meal & 

Market 

30 31 Halloween 

 


