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John Marboe 

What's Good About Good Friday? 
 
I have often wondered about this. I once thought it was because the 
word "good" came from the word "god." I read that somewhere. So 
Good Friday comes from God Friday?  
 
No. The word "good" comes from a much older word ghedh that 
means "united with or associated with." This in itself is worth thinking 
about. To say something is good does not need to mean virtuous or correct, so much 
as it means fitting or uniting.  
 
Good Friday commemorates (remembers together) the death of Yeshua. An ugly, un-
just, degrading, violent, and extraordinarily painful death. Politically and religiously 
motivated and justified, supported by a mob, it involved betrayal by friends, abandon-
ment, and mockery by onlookers. 
 
Had we not been taught that this was somehow "good," there would be no way, I 
think, we would call it that. And what most of us were taught is highly suspect in my 
view: That Jesus suffered and died in this way was good--for us. 
 
Many of us were taught that Jesus died to take God's punishment instead of us, that 
he "died for our sins." That we all deserve what he got, and that he took our place. 
Thus pardoning us from (eternal) punishment. This is sometimes called "atonement 
theory" and it assumes a legal system as the basis of human existence--and of a rela-
tionship with the Divine. 
 
Not only is this misguided, it is dangerous. To imagine that someone must suffer so 
that I don't have to appeals to our worst instincts. Does it not? It makes violence and 
killing redemptive, a necessary price for our salvation. The cost of doing business 
with God, and therefore, more frighteningly, the cost of doing God's business. 
 
No, atonement (at-one-ment) and good actually mean much the same thing: unifying 
or coming together as one. These are relational, not legal or transactional terms. 
 
Yeshua on a cross, dying, is not about divine punishment upon him, thus satisfying or 
paying-for our sentence. A get-out-jail-at-another's-expense card. 
 
It is rather an expression of unity, of solidarity, of one-with-ness. Yeshua did not die in 
the place of others. He died with, among, because of, but ultimately in one-ness with 
all who suffer. Not suffering for, but suffering with (the literal meaning of compassion). 
 
The cross is a picture of compassion. Compassion is presence in suffering. Compas-
sion is loving. Compassion is healing. Compassion (not violence) is redeeming. And 
when we embrace and live and work and serve in compassion, suffering with others, 
we are one with the meaning of the cross. And with the promise of new life 
(resurrection). 
 
John Marboe 
651 238 6099  



Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line.    Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person:  during worship; or through the courtyard door mailslot 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's webpage (3% fee for credit card service) 

First Sunday of each month:   

April 5th — Coffee fellowship time  

Sunday services will      

continue in-person and via 

Zoom at 10 a.m. 

Any with health concerns 

please stay home and join 

us on Zoom. 

 

 



EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

AT  

ZION’S FOOD AND       

WELLNESS PROGRAM 

On Thursdays, Zion distributes food 

for our neighbors and friends.   

Please come between 1 and 3 p.m. to 

get your free bag of groceries and a 

lunch to take home or dine in with us. 

.Zion needs volunteers                  

between 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY  

New date and time: 

April 14th  at 10:30 a.m. 

In Zion’s Conference room. 

 

Session one:                  
God’s name, God’s promise 

God who abides: Bread, light and vine. 

Meeting will be via Zoom            

6 pm on Tuesday,    

April 21st 

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities 

of the Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique  personality in 
relationship to others and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine 
("ennea" in Greek) personality types (with infinite       variations of course), as a lens to un-
derstand ourselves better and to grow. We meet via Zoom using the same meeting ID as 

our Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask Pastor John, Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or          
Marlin Osthus for more details.  

 
Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Love is not something that 
you do for yourself, it’s what 

you do to serve others. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 



Scripture Readings 

April 4th  — Kassity Mathison 

April 5th — Monica Rice 

April 7th — Raija Wietzke 

April 7th — Steve Widerski 

April 8th — Lorelei Mathison 

April 16th — Allison Dilley (Widerski) 

April 19th — Christopher Skaggs 

April 21 — Cheryl Indehar 

April 23rd — Andrea Marboe 

April 26th — Sandra Luchsinger 

 

March’s Financials  
 
Income:     $18,532.25 
  
Bills paid:   $11,421.11 
  
Thank you to all who have                           
given so generously of their time, talent and 
treasure. 
  
Janet Quarn, Treasurer 

April 5th –Easter Day 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (24)  

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43  

Matthew 28:1-10 or John 20:1-18 

 

April 12th -- Second Sunday of Easter  

Acts 2:14a, 22-32  

Psalm 16 (11) 3  

1 Peter 1:3-9  

John 20:19-31 

 

April 19th - Third Sunday of Easter  

Acts 2:14a, 36-41  

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (13)  

1 Peter 1:17-23  

Luke 24:13-35 

 

April 26 – Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 2:42-47  

Psalm 23 (1)  

1 Peter 2:19-25  

John 10:1-10 



 

 

WEEKLY EACH 

THURSDAY: 

Open Market 

Vegan Meal  

from 5  — 8 p.m.   





 
Saturday, April 18th from 9 am to Noon 

Questions? Contact:  Zionlc.midway@gmail.com 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Frday Saturday 

   1 2 
11:15 a.m.  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

6-7:30 p.m.—Maundy 

Thursday 

7:30-8 p.m.—Stations 

of the cross service 

3 4 

5   Easter  
 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s   

Worship & on Zoom 

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.              

New Generation     

Service 

4 p.m.—Brazilian 

Treasures 

6 7 
11 a.m. to 8p.m.

—  

Vegan           

Community Meal  

8 9 
11:15 a.m.  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

7 p.m.—Experimental 

Jazz Series 

10 11 

12 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s   

Worship & on Zoom 

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.              

New Generation    

Service 

13 14 
11 a.m. to 8p.m.

—  

Vegan           

Community Meal  

15 16 
11:15 a.m.  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

17 18 
9 a.m. to Noon 

Pot luck @ Noon 

19 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s   

Worship & on Zoom 

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.              

New Generation    

Service 

4 p.m.—Balkan      

Mosaic 

20 21 
11 a.m. to 8p.m.

—  

Vegan           

Community Meal  

6 p.m.—church 

council meeting 

7 p.m.—Sound 

Bath 

22 23 
11:15 a.m.  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

24 25 

26 
10:00 a.m.— Zion’s   

Worship & on Zoom 

11:30 a.m. —2 p.m.              

New Generation    

Service 

7 p.m.—sound bath 

meditation 

27 28 
11 a.m. to 8p.m.

—  

Vegan           

Community Meal  

29 30 
11:15 a.m.  —              

Enneagram  via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. — Food &   

Wellness  Program 

5-7 p.m.—  

Open Market 

  



 


